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Feb. 21: Elizardo Sanchez, president of the Cuban Commission for Human Rights and National
Reconciliation, said about 20 faculty members at Havana's Higher Polytechnic Institute, the Havana
Teaching Institute and an agricultural college in Ciego de Avila province were fired in the past
few days for political reasons. Fifteen of the professors signed a declaration by university faculty
members calling on the government to respect human rights and university autonomy, in addition
to urging the adoption of democratic reforms. Feb. 25: A report by the US-based human rights
organization Americas Watch stated that in 1991 the Cuban government had stepped up repression
against human rights activists and political dissidents. The report said a growing number of "illegal"
independent pro-democracy groups have emerged in Cuba in reaction to frustration resulting
from the government's "political intransigence" and preoccupation with the economic impact
of the dissolution of the Soviet Union and the Eastern bloc. According to Americas Watch, over
200 activists and dissidents have been detained since 1989, while 42 others are serving sentences
of up to five years for their activities. Twenty-six of the 42 have been tried and sentenced since
Jan. 1, 1991. March 2: Pope John Paul II told Cuba's new ambassador to the Vatican, Hermes
Herrera Hernandez, that governments must respect human rights. The Pope said the Church
believes it must "defend legitimate rights in the name of truth and justice." In January, the Vatican
joined numerous governments in the condemnation of the Cuban government's decision to
execute an exile convicted of sabotage and terrorism. March 3: A majority of 53 member-nation
participants in the UN Human Rights Commission in Geneva voted in favor of a condemnation
resolution against Cuba. The resolution, proposed by the US, was supported by former Cuba
allies such as Russia, Czechoslovakia, Hungary and Bulgaria. The commission appointed a
special investigator (rapporteur) to monitor the human rights situation in Cuba. Last year, the
UN commission appointed a special investigator for Cuba, but Havana refused to cooperate.
Latin American delegates on the commission voting in favor of the resolution included Chile,
Uruguay, Argentina and Costa Rica. Delegates representing Brazil, Mexico, Venezuela, Peru
and Colombia abstained. Cuban representative to the UN Commission, Raul Roa Kouri, rejected
the resolution as "discriminatory," and asserted that "Cuba will not comply with a single one of
the resolution's demands." Roa Kouri said the US "bought votes" and used "gross threats and
pressure" to force other commission members to support the resolution. The UN Human Rights
Commission's condemnation was celebrated by Cuban exile communities in the US. Jorge Mas
Canosa, president of the Cuban-American Foundation, said, "It shows respect and clear recognition
by the international community for the fight for democracy in Cuba." Ricardo Bofil, Miami president
of the Cuban Commission on Human Rights, said the vote "constitutes a moral triumph," and an
end to "the impunity [Cuba] enjoyed in the international arena." March 4: In a press communique,
the Cuban government condemned former allies and Latin American nations for supporting the
UN resolution. Russia, Czechoslovakia, Hungary and Bulgaria were described as "the new allies
of imperialism," and "clearly anxious to win merits and favors from the West." The statement
said the votes by Costa Rica and Argentina "were to be expected" given the subservient positions
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of their governments towards the US. The votes in favor of the resolution by Chile and Uruguay
were a "surprise" to the Cuban government. The communique said, "Neither the government of
the United States nor the other sponsors of this resolution have any moral authority to judge the
Cuban revolution." The abstention of 21 member-nation delegates from voting on the resolution
was portrayed as a moral victory for Cuba. March 5: In a letter to the Cuban Interest Section in
Washington, Americas Watch expressed concern over the apparent disappearance of human
rights activists Elizardo Sanchez and Lazaro Loreto Perez. According to relatives, Sanchez and
Loreto Perez, head of the Association for the Defense of Political Rights, disappeared following a
meeting at Loreto Perez's home on March 4. (Sources: Inter Press Service, 02/21/92, 03/04/92; Reuter,
03/02-04/92; Agence France-Presse, 03/03/92, 03/04/92; Associated Press, 03/01/92, 03/04/92; Notimex,
03/04/92; Spanish news service EFE, 02/25/92, 03/01/92, 03/03/92, 03/05/92)
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